237y © "PPEARED
& mtﬁa_l-__

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/03/09 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504820020-4

WASHINGTON POST
26 May 1986

7 Rowland Evans and Robert Novak
Commander

shadowy
Oﬁerpdidalasyhmtomef;kﬁdmp'
anti-

Sandti .

beutenants were suborned to desert him
and who then gave himself up for lack of

ammunition, boots and clothes for his
troops.

WHhat can be stated as fact is that four
of Pastora’s top guerrilla lieutenants
went to a safe house in San jose early
this month. Each received $5,000 cash
to desert Pastora's movement and join

"payment was personally made by Alfon-
90 Robelo, a key UNO leader.

That tightened the net on Command-
er Zero, famed throughout Nicaragua
for his role in overturning Anastasio
Somoza and then defecting from the
communist regime established by his
revolutionary comrades. Deserted by
four of his six commandantes (two re-
fused to leave him) he turned himself in
to Costa Rican authorities on May 16.

Only weeks before that tragic series

of events, Pastora had been promised by
an uncofficial U.S. negotiator that he
would get immediate help. He was
promised ammunition, boots, clothes
and a secure communications system in
exchange for this pledge: deliver his
2,000-plus guerrillas to a Ni
meeting place with UNO; cooperate
with UNO leaders; accept a retired U.S.,
officer as military adviser to end his
movement’s organizational troubles.
_ Even this arrangement is be-
lieved to have had the blessing of Assist-
ant Secretary of State Elliott Abrams, it
was systematically subverted. Instead of
fmn\dklj:plieutemntssubomed,hisabili-
ty to keep going ruthlessly choked.

This repudiation of a patriot and a
political pluralist seemingly violates the
Reagan doctrine of support to anticom-
munist movements.

showing Shultz’s support for Pastora,
If so, Shultz has now been overruled

maker because he does not play by their
rules—and possibly because they know
he would not negotiate with the Sandi-
nistas unless he was certain that they
could be defeated militarily.

When we saw the anti-Somoza rev-
olutionary leader at one of his jungle
headquarters a year ago, the duplicity of
Washington-connected political attacks
against him was plain. He had been
charged with being a mere propagandist
who operated only on the Costa Rican
side of the border, with hints that he
might be in cahoots with the old Sandi-
nista comrades he deserted long ago.

The day we were there, wounded
guerrillas were arriving by ramshackle
boat in a camp with primitive medical
facilities. The crisis he faced was vivid:
no ammunition, food or clothing. He had

already been frozen out by the CIA and
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t
went to Central America and reached
the across-the-board agreement with
Pastora. It was accepted by Abrams
who, with other officials, believes Pasto-
ra’s name alone is a priceless asset for
the contras throughout Nicaragua.

But in the real world of the Reagan
adninistration, policy operates accord-
ing to no rules. Although the nominal
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